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JAMES,  V.  13. 

Is  any  among  you  afflicted?  let  him  pray. 

There  are  some  duties,  which,  though  they 
ought  never  to  be  neglected,  are  yet  of  special  im- 
portance on  special  occasions.  Such  is  the  duty  of 
prayer.  This  is  a  duty,  which  ought  not  to  be 
neglected  any  day  of  our  lives.  Our  entire  depen- 
dence upon  God,  our  constant  need  of  his  mercy, 
and  our  increasing  obligations  to  him  for  all  his 
benefits,  render  it  our  reasonable  and  indispensable 
service  to  pray  without  ceasing. 

But,  as  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in  singing 
God's  praise,  in  a  time  of  prosperity ;  so  there  is  a 
peculiar  propriety  in  calling  upon  his  name,  in  a 
time  of  adversity.  Hence,  saith  the  Apostle,  "  Is 
any  merry  ?  let  him  sing  psalms.  Is  any  among 
you  afflicted?  let  him  pray."   « 

In  discoursing  from  these  words,  on  this  occa- 
sion, I  shall  endeavour  to  illustrate  the  special  pro- 
priety and  importance  of  prayer,  in  a  time  of  afflic- 
tion.    In  order  to  which  I  would  observe, 


1.  That  prayer  is  directly  calculated  to  lead  us 
to  view  affliction  in  a  true  light.  Such  is  the  natural 
atheism  of  our  hearts,  that  we  are  prone  to  overlook 
the  hand  and  counsel  of  God,  in  our  afflictions,  as 
well  as  in  our  mercies.  While  we  ponder  upon 
the  second  causes  which  produced,  or  which  might 
have  prevented  our  afflictions,  we  forget  the  great 
First  Cause,  on  whom  all  second  causes  depend. 

"  Affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust ;  neither 
doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground."  "  There 
is  not  evil  in  the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done 
it."  By  whatever  means  affliction  cometh  upon  us, 
the  cause  is  of  God.  It  is  his  prerogative  to  wound 
and  to  heal,  to  kill  and  to  make  alive.  He  per- 
formeth  the  thing  that  is  appointed  for  us.  We 
ought  to  view  every  affliction  as  appointed  by  God, 
in  weight  and  measure  ;  and  as  inflicted  by  his  hand, 
"  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 
own  will." 

To  such  a  rational  and  scriptural  view  of  afflic- 
tion, prayer  is  directly  calculated  to  lead  us.  In 
prayer  the  attention  is  withdrawn,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, from  second  causes,  and  fixed  upon  the  great 
First  Cause  of  all  things.  The  nearer  the  soul  ap- 
proaches to  God,  in  prayer,  the  more  it  realizes  his 
perfections  and  sovereignty,  the  entire  dependence 
of  all  creatures  upon  Him,  and  his  hand  and  coun- 
sel in  all  events. 

That  the  afflicted,  therefore,  may  have  right  views 
of  their  afflictions,  it  is  important  that  they  should 


draw  near  to  God  and  pour  out  their  hearts  before 
him. 

2.  Prayer  is  still  more  proper  and  important,  in 
a  time  of  affliction,  because  it  tends  to  make  us  feel 
right  under  our  trouble,  as  well  as  to  view  it  in  a 
true  light. 

In  all  sincere  prayer  we  make  humble  confession 
of  our  sin.  We  acknowledge  the  native  wicked- 
ness of  our  hearts,  and  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of 
our  lives.  As  prayer  leads  us  to  view  ourselves  in 
the  light  of  God's  holy  law;  so  it  leads  us  to  ac- 
knowledge that  we  deserve  all  the  miseries  of  this 
life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.  The  afflicted, 
therefore,  cannot  pray,  without  accepting  the  pun- 
ishment  of  their  iniquities,  and  confessing,  in  the 
language  of  penitent  David,  "  He  hath  not  dealt 
with  us  after  our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us  according 
to  our  iniquities." 

Again :  All  acceptable  prayer  includes  a  cordial 
acquiescence  in  the  holy  will  of  God.  Every  pray- 
ing person  has  the  spirit  of  Christ,  who  subjoined 
to  his  most  jimportant  prayer,  "  not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done."  Hence,  prayer  has  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  make  the  afflicted  feel  truly  submissive. 
While  they  pray  they  cannot  complain,  however 
grievous  their  affliction  may  be.  While  they  view 
their  affliction  as  coming  from  God,  and  consider 
Him  as  having  a  right  to  "  do  what  he  will  with  his 
own,"  they  will  be  still :  They  will  not  open  their 
mouths  to  reply  or  murmur  against  Gcd. 
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Let  the  burden  of  affliction  be  ever  so  heavy,  the 
moment  the  afflicted  come  truly  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  they  will  feel  in  their  hearts  to  say,  "  the 
Lord  hath  done  all  things  well." 

If  it  is  important,  then,  that  the  afflicted  should 
feel  humble  and  submissive,  under  the  mighty  hand 
of  God,  it  is  proper  and  important  that  they  should 
be  much  in  prayer,  which  never  fails  to  lay  sinners 
low  before  God,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  his  abso- 
lute and  uncontrollable  sovereignty. 

3.  Prayer  is  the  direct  and  only  way  to  obtain 
true  consolation  under  affliction.  True  consolation 
is  nearly  connected  with  true  submission.  What- 
ever promotes  the  one,  administers  to  the  other. 
True  submission  arises  from  the  consideration,  that 
the  hand  and  counsel  of  God  are  concerned  in  afflic- 
tion. "  I  was  dumb,"  said  Davi.3,  "  I  opened  not  my 
mouth,  because  Thou  didst  it."  True  consolation 
arises  from  the  consideration,  that  God  hath  exer- 
cised his  goodness  in  our  affliction,  and  will  make 
it  the  occasion  of  his  own  glory  and  the  greatest 
good  of  his  kingdom.  It  is  only  on  this  ground, 
that  any  one  can  truly  "  rejoice  in  tribulation." 

This  source  of  unfailing  consolation  is  always 
open  to  all  the  afflicted,  who  draw  near  to  God  in 
humble  prayer.  Prayer  includes  self-denial  and 
devotedness  to  God.  In  prayer  we  give  up  our  own 
interest,  and  feel  willing  that  God  should  glorify 
himself  and  promote  his  own  benevolent  designs  at 
our  expense  :  yea,  we  joy  in  the  thought  that  God 
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governs  the  world  and  orders  all  events,  as  shall  be 
most  to  his  praise  and  best  for  his  kingdom. 

It  is,  therefore,  as  important  that  the  afflicted 
should  pray,  as  it  is  that  they  should  be  comforted. 
I  will  only  add, 

4.  That  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  af- 
flicted to  feel  the  true  spirit  of  prayer,  in  order  to 
make  a  wise  and  profitable  improvement  of  their 
affliction. 

Affliction  always  makes  men  better  or  worse.  It 
is  compared  to  parental  correction,  which  reforms 
an  obedient  child,  but  hardens  a  froward  one. 

When  divine  correction  does  any  good  to  the 
subjects  of  it,  they  repent  of  their  sins  and  forsake 
them.  This  all  those  do,  who  feel  the  spirit  of 
prayer  under  the  correcting  hand  of  God.  They 
seriously  inquire  wherefore  the  Lord  hath  laid  his 
hand  so  heavily  upon  them.  They  examine  their 
hearts  and  their  lives.  They  implore  forgiveness 
through  Christ  the  Divine  Redeemer.  They  loathe 
themselves  for  their  transgressions,  and  beg  for 
grace  to  "  cleanse  themselves  from  all  filthiness  of 
the  flesh  and  of  the  spirit,  that  they  may  perfect  holi- 
ness in  the  fear  of  God."  They  turn  at  God's  re- 
proof. They  renounce  the  world,  and  set  their 
affections  on  things  above.  They  resolve,  in  the 
strength  of  Christ,  to  forsake  every  known  sin,  and 
to  practice  every  neglected  duty. 

Such  a  reformation  of  heart  and  life  is  the  most 
happy  fruit  of  affliction,  and  is  peculiar  to  those,  who 


humble  themselves  under  the  rod  of  correction,  and 
draw  near  to  God  in  prayer.  Thus  did  the  man 
after  God's  own  heart.  And  hence  he  could  say. 
with  truth,  "  Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray ; 
but  now  keep  I  thy  law." 

But  the  prayerless  are  not  so.  They  feel  no  dis- 
position to  repent  and  turn  from  their  evil  ways. 
They  harden  themselves  under  the  correcting  hand 
of  God.  Their  submission  is  obstinacy ;  their  con- 
solation is  insensibility.  The  more  the  storm  of 
affliction  beats  upon  them,  the  deeper  their  sins  take 
root,  and  the  more  stubborn  rebels  against  heaven 
they  become.  Weighty,  then,  is  the  exhortation  of 
the  Apostle,  "  Is  any  among  you  afflicted?  let  him 
pray." 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  We  may  learn,  from  what  hath  been  said,  why 
God  hath  given  so  much  encouragement,  in  his 
word,  to  the  prayers  of  the  afflicted.  The  sin- 
cere prayers  of  God's  friends  are  always  pleasing  to 
Him,  and  prevalent  at  his  throne.  "  The  effectual 
fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  always  avail- 
eth  much"  with  God.  But  there  is  peculiar  en- 
couragement given  to  the  humble  prayers  of  the 
afflicted.  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  : 
I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me." 
"  Humble  yourselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God,  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time."  "  When 
they,  in  their  trouble,  did  turn  unto  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  and  sought  Him,  He  was  found  of  them." 
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In  these,  and  many  similar  passages  of  scripture, 
peculiar  encouragement  is  given  to  prayer  in  time 
of  affliction. 

In  the  light  of  our  subject,  we  may  see  the  rea- 
son why  God  is  so  much  pleased  with  the  prayers 
of  the  afflicted,  and  so  ready  to  hear  and  answer 
them.  The  afflicted  act  a  very  proper,  becoming, 
and  amiable  part,  when  they  turn  at  God's  rebuke, 
and  manifest  a  filial,  submissive,  and  obedient  tem- 
per. And  the  greater  the  affliction,  the  more  ac- 
ceptable will  the  prayers  of  the  afflicted  be  ;  as  they 
manifest  the  greater  submission  and  self-denial. 
Christ  offered  the  most  acceptable  prayer  that  ever 
man  made,  when  in  the  greatest  agony  that  ever 
man  felt.  The  voice  of  prayer,  from  the  furnace 
of  affliction,  must  always  be  peculiarly  grateful  to 
the  ear  of  heaven. 

2.  It  is  an  obvious  inference  from  what  hath  been 
said,  that  those  who  refuse  to  pray,  when  in  afflic- 
tion, give  great  offence  to  God.  They  act  a  very 
improper,  unreasonable,  and  unbecoming  part. 
Neglect  of  prayer  is,  at  all  times,  a  great  sin  ;  but 
it  is  peculiarly  criminal  in  a  time  of  trouble.  At 
such  a  time,  when  God  comes  sensibly  near,  and 
visits  his  offending  creatures  with  the  rod  of  cor- 
rection ;  for  them  stupidly  to  disregard  his  hand, 
or  obstinately  to  refuse  to  humble  themselves  and 
sue  for  mercy,  how  provoking  to  a  God,  already 
incensed  1  Do  they  not  practically  say,  that  they 
will  not  hear  the  rod,  nor  Him  who  hath  appointed 
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it  ?  Do  they  not  practically  say,  that  they  will  not 
repent  and  turn  to  God,  though  he  smite  them  ever 
so  severely?  Do  they  not  justify  themselves  before 
God,  and  defy  his  wrath  ?  How  can  they,  who 
thus  harden  themselves  against  God,  expect  to 
prosper  ?  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  sinners 
seldom,  if  ever,  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  iniqui- 
ties faster,  than  when  thus  despising  the  chastening 
of  the  Lord.  Some  of  the  greatest  vessels  of 
wrath,  who  have  fitted  themselves  for  the  most  ag- 
gravated destruction,  are  such  as  have  been  most 
often  taught  in  the  school  of  adversity,  and  on 
whom  the  anger  of  God  hath  produced  no  effect, 
except  to  "  sear  their  consciences  as  a  hot  iron." 

3.  It  appears  from  this  discourse,  that  if  the  af- 
flicted do  not  experience  consolation,  it  is  because 
they  are  wanting  to  themselves.  There  is  a  source 
of  consolation  always  open  to  all  the  afflicted, 
which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  If,  instead  of  shunning  God's  pre- 
sence, they  draw  nigh  to  Him,  and  humbly  pour  out 
their  hearts  before  Him,  they  will  experience  a  calm- 
ness, a  serenity,  a  sweet  peace  of  mind,  in  filial  fear 
and  unreserved  submission,  which  is  more  to  be 
desired  than  all  the  carnal  joys  of  the  ungodly ? 
"who  prosper  in  the  world,  and  who  have  not  the 
rod  of  God  upon  them."  If  the  afflicted  draw  'near 
to  God,  He  will  draw  near  to  them,  and  will  give 
them  "  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  gar- 
ment of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness." 
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Let  those  who  appear  as  mourners  on  this  solemn 
occasion,  receive  the  consolation  which  our  subject 
administers.  Upon  the  death  of  the  prophet  John, 
his  disciples  took  up  his  body  and  buried  it,  and 
went  and  told  Jesus,  The  mourners  here  present 
have  conveyed  the  remains  of  their  deceased  rela- 
tive to  the  house  of  silence.  What  have  they  now 
to  do,  but  to  go  and  spread  all  their  sorrows  before 
the  throne  of  Divine  Grace  ? 

The  bereaved  parents  have  sustained  a  heavy  loss. 
A  promising  daughter  hath  been  taken  from  them, 
and  consigned  to  an  untimely  grave.  But  there  is 
consolation  for  them,  if  they  do  not  "  refuse  to  be 
comforted."  The  Lord,  who  gave,  hath  taken 
away,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner,  which  seem- 
ed good  in  his  sight.  They  would,  therefore,  have 
reason  to  be  still  and  bless  God,  if  they  had  no 
ground  to  hope  that  their  daughter  had  made  a  hap- 
py exchange  of  worlds.  But  since  they  have  so 
much  evidence  to  believe,  that  God,  in  his  sove- 
reign mercy,  appeared  for  their  child,  and  gave  her 
a  heart  to  love  Him,  and  embrace  the  blessed  Sa- 
viour of  sinners,  they  have  occasion  rather  to  speak 
of  mercy  than  of  judgement,  and  to  give  thanks  to 
God,  that  having  seen  fit  to  remove  their  daughter 
from  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  He  hath  not  left 
them  without  a  consoling  hope  that  He  hath  received 
her  to  a  world  of  holiness  and  joy. 

If  they  view  their  affliction  in  a  true  light,  they 
will  see  a  memorable  display  of  divine  sovereignty 
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in  God's  dealings  with  them,  in  this  providence. 
Little  did  they  think,  four  months  ago,  when  their 
deceased  child  was  in  health,  that  she  would  be  the 
first  of  their  daughters  to  leave  them.*  But  "  who 
knoweth  the  mind  of  the  Lord  ?"  His  thoughts  are 
high ! 

May  they  draw  near  to  God,  and  receive  his 
chastening  with  a  filial,  submissive,  obedient  spirit. 
Then  they  will  be  comforted  ;  then  they  will  be 
quickened  in  all  duty  ;  and  will  have  reason  to  say, 
"  It  is  good  for  us  that  we  have  been  afflicted." 

God  hath  come  near  to  the  surviving  brothers  and 
sisters.  They  feel  deeply  afflicted.  May  they  have 
grace  to  "  sorrow  after  a  godly  sort."  If  they 
"  turn  at  God's  rebuke,"  He  "will  pour  out  his 
spirit  upon  them,  and  make  known  his  words  unto 
them."  May  this  affliction  bring  them  to  the  mer- 
cy-seat. They  are  loudly  called  upon  to  begin  a 
life  of  prayer.  They  must  be  very  unteachable,  if 
the  death  of  one  of  the  youngest  of  their  number 
does  not  convince  them  of  the  importance  of  early 
piety.  What  would  have  been  the  condition  of  their 
sister  now,  if,  in  her  affliction  and  distress,  she  had 
refused,  to  the  last,  to  pray  for  her  soul,  in  the  name 
of  the  Almighty  Saviour  ?  What  will  be  their 
condition,  when  they  meet  her  in  eternity,  should 
they  refuse  to  hear  the  rod  and  Him  -who  hath  ap- 


*  Their  oldest  daughter  was  subject,  at  that  time,  to  repeated  attacks 
of  an  alarming  complaint. 
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pointed  it,  and  cast  off fear ',  and  restrain  prayer  be- 
fore God? 

May  they  never  forget  the  affecting  exhortations 
which  their  sister  gave  them,  with  her  expiring 
breath ;  nor  give  themselves  any  rest,  till  they  are 
prepared  to  follow  her  to  the  bar  of  Christ. 

May  all  the  surviving  relatives  and  friends,  who 
feel  afflicted  by  this  providence,  be  exhorted  to  seek 
the  Lord,  while  He  may  be  found,  and  to  call  upon 
Him,  while  He  is  near, 

4.  Is  prayer  so  proper  and  important,  in  a  time 
of  affliction,  as  we  have  seen  ?  Then  it  concerns  all 
present  to  cultivate  a  praying  frame  of  mind.  All 
here  present,  already  experience,  or  will  soon  expe- 
rience affliction ;  for,  "  man  is  born  to  trouble  as 
the  sparks  fly  upward."  You  will  soon  be  afflicted 
with  the  loss  of  friends,  or  your  friends  will  soon  be 
afflicted  with  the  loss  of  you.  In  either  case,  you 
will  need  a  praying  frame  of  mind.  But  what  rea- 
son is  there  to  expect  that  you  will  then  have  such 
a  happy  frame  of  mind,  if  you,  now,  neglect  prayer 
from  day  to  day,  and  "  live  without  God,  and  with- 
out hope  in  the  world?"  It  is  infinitely  important 
that  you  should  all,  who  have  not  done  it,  immedi- 
ately give  your  hearts  to  God,  and  begin  a  life  of 
prayer.  This,  and  this  only,  will  prepare  you  to 
lay  your  dear  friends  in  the  grave,  or  to  lay  your 
own  heads  upon  the  pillow  of  a  death-bed.  Arise, 
then,  from  stupidity,  from  carnal  security,  from  im- 
penitence and  spiritual  death,  and  call  upon  God. 
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Let  parents  pray,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for 
and  with  their  dying,  perishing  children.  God  is 
nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him  ;  but  He  will 
"  pour  out  his  fury  upon  the  families  that  call  not 
upon  his  name." 

Let  children  and  youth  seek  the  Lord  early.  God 
hath  said,  "  they  that  seek  me  early  shall  find  me." 
Flatter  not  yourselves  that  you  shall  have  either 
opportunity  or  a  heart  to  pray,  on  a  sick  bed,  if  you 
will  not  remember  your  Creator  while  in  health.  If 
you  vnow  abuse  his  patience  and  refuse  his  grace, 
He  may  be  provoked  to  pronounce  against  you  the 
irreversible  decree,  "  Because  I  have  called  and  ye 
refused ;  I  have  stretched  out  my  hand  and  no  man 
regarded ;  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  my  counsel, 
and  would  none  of  my  reproof :  I  also  will  laugh 
at  your  calamity ;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear 
cometh  ;  when  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation,  and 
your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  dis- 
tress and  anguish  come  upon  you."  If  your  de- 
ceased companion  exhibited  an  instance  of  death-bed 
repentance,  it  is  a  rare  instance.  Those  who  live 
in  sin,  generally  die  in  sin,  and  perish  forever  under 
the  wrath  of  God.  It  is  awfully  dangerous,  in  this 
dying  world,  to  defer,  for  one  day,  the  care  of  your 
souls.  Wherefore,  to  day,  if  you  will  hear  the 
voice  of  God,  in  his  word  and  providence,  harden 
not  your  hearts,  AMEN. 


APPENDIX. 


MISS  REBECCA  CARrENTER,  whose  early  death 
occasioned  the  preceding  discourse,  was  daughter  of  Mr. 
James  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth.  From  early  childhood 
she  was  distinguished  for  health,  sprightliness  and  activity, 
till  within  about  three  months  of  her  decease,  when  she  be- 
gan to  decline,  under  a  nervous  disorder,  increasingly  se- 
vere and  painful.  Though  amiable  as  to  her  natural  quali- 
ties and  manners,  yet,  like  most  children  and  youth  in  this 
place,  she  was  thoughtless  of  her  soul  and  eternity,  until 
a  few  days  before  her  death.  During  the  former  part  of  her 
sickness,  she  expressed  much  impatience,  and  an  aversion 
to  all  religious  discourse.  She  declined  the  conversation 
of  her  minister ;  and  the  repeated  attempts  of  her  father,  to 
excite  her  attention  to  the  great  concern  of  preparation  for 
a  future,  endless  state  of  existence,  seemed  only  to  dis- 
please and  distress  her.  Thus  she  exhibited  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  that  divine  declaration,  "  The  imagination  of 
man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth." 

But  it  pleased  the  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  to  hear  the 
prayers  of  her  pious  friends,  and  to  awaken  her,  as  we  trust, 
a  few  days  before  she  left  the  world,  to  some  just  sense  of 
her  danger,  as  a  depraved,  guilty,  undone  creature.  She 
did  not  remain  long  in  distress  of  mind,  before  she  appeared 
to  become  reconciled  to  God,  and  to  have  peace  and  hope  in 
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believing  in  Jesus.  She  was  now  as  desirous  of  hearing  re- 
ligious discourse,  as  before  she  had  been  averse  to  it.  She 
answered  questions  with  much  propriety.  She  expressed  a 
willingness  to  live  or  to  die,  as  God's  will  might  be.  When 
asked  why  she  desired  to  go  to  heaven,  she  answered  to  this 
effect,  "  Because  it  is  a  holy  place  ;  and  because  Christ  and 
holy  creatures  are  there." 

After  this,  she  was,  for  most  of  the  time,  calm  and  com- 
posed in  mind;  though  she  had  some  seasons  of  darkness, 
in  which  she  complained  of  wicked  thoughts,  and  express- 
ed her  fears  that  she  was  still  in  an  impenitent  state. 

In  her  greatest  bodily  distress  she  was  remarkably  still 
and  composed  in  time  of  prayer,  and  listened,  with  avidity, 
to  serious  conversation. 

She  gave  solemn  and  affecting  exhortations  to  her  weep- 
ing friends,  and  particularly  to  her  brothers  and  sisters  and 
youthful  companions  ;  which,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped, 
may  sink  deep  into  their  hearts,  and,  excite  their  early  at- 
tention^ to  the  one  thing  needful. 

When  apprised  of  the  approach  of  death,  she  appeared 
not  at  all  dismayed ;  but  offered  a  short  prayer  to  God,  and 

fell  asleefi. 

"  Let  sinners  learn  to  pray  ; 
"  Let  saints  keep  near  the  throne  : 
"  Our  help,  in  times  of  deep  distress, 
"  Is  found  in  God  alone  !" 


